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NOTES ON BOOKS. 



The Thibd Pabt of No. 1, of the Lower Norfolk County Virginia Anti- 
quary, bears the marks of the careful editor, Edward W. James, Esq. What- 
ever Mr. James does in the historic line is done well. He is one of the best 
read men in Virginia, and never hazards a statement except upon abundant 
authority. His first paper gives a list of slave owners in Princess Anne, in 
1810, which clearly disproves the notion that slave property was confined to a 
few. In 1810 there were 1,067 white families in Princess Anne, of whom 646 
owned slaves. In regard to the " public school at Norfolk," I find that Mr. 
Bichard Collinsin was examined by the Faculty of William and Mary, in 1755, 
and thought capable of teaching the grammar school at Norfolk. He after- 
wards accompanied Bev. Devereux Jarratt to England for ordination. (Quab- 
tekly, II., 127; Life of Devereux Jarratt.) The paper on the Nimmos adds 
much to our knowledge of this prominent Lower Norfolk family. Other arti- 
cles are: "The Church in Lower Norfolk County," "My Mother," "Vestry- 
men of Portsmouth Parish, 1779," "Mary Moseley's Shopping Bill," "Going 
to Church Armed," " Lower County Libraries." 

The Solicitation of Friends, together with the favorable reception 
accorded his previous volume, has induced Mr. A. D. Weld French to appear 
again in print on the subject of surnames of Francas, Francois and French. 
Although the work is purely antiquarian, while the genealogical features are 
incidental, it is possible that, besides the records of the surnames, some of the 
documents may be considered of general historical importance. The writer of 
the volume is well and favorably known in Great Britain and in this country 
as the author of the Index Armorial. 

Genealogy of the Tucker Family : From Various Authentic Sources. By 

Bphraim Tucker, Member Worcester Society of Antiquity. Worcester, 

Mass. 1895. Pp. 414. 

In the preparation of this genealogy the author has done faithful service 
to the New England branch of the Tucker family, deducing from Bobert 
Tucker (1604-1682), of Milton in Kent, England, and Weymouth and Milton, 
Massachusetts, of whose descendants, embracing a great number of other 
family names, many of them prominent, the book contains an exhaustive 
record. Such a work can result only from patient effort in the accumulation 
of data combined with loving interest and honest family pride. Of these 
Mr. Tucker's book bears every evidence, for which the descendants of Bobert 
Tucker, of Massachusetts, should be proportionately grateful. 

With these words of commendation for the body of the book, it will not 
appear ungracious to call attention to certain errors in the introductory pages, 
which treat of the Tucker family in England. 

The arms depicted on page 3 as those of Tucker of Devon were granted in 
1538 to Bobert Tucker of Exeter, county Devon, and could be borne only by 
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those proving descent from him in the Lameston, county Devon, and Helland, 
county Cornwall, lines. The date, 1079, given for the grant of these arms 
is, of course, erroneous, 1079 being the number of the Harliean MS., in 
which the record is preserved, not the date of the grant. While the Tuckers 
of Kent may have descended from this Robert, still the arms appertaining to 
Tucker of Milton, county Kent, are: Az. a chevron or between three sea- 
horses ar. Crest — a lion's gamb erased gu. holding a battle-axe head ar. 
handled or. These arms were used by the senior branch of the Milton stock 
■which went to Bermuda, through which distinguished line was descended 
Judge St. George Tucker, of Virginia (1752-1827). The conjecture, given 
with others (p. 9), that the origin of the Tucker name may be found in 
Teucer, King of Troy, seems to be amusingly borne out by the motto, 
"Auspice Teucro," of the Bermuda and Virginia Tuckers. 

Though the deduction is rightly given elsewhere, there is a grave error on 
page 15, in what purports to be the pedigree from the visitation of Kent of 
1619. This gives all the children of George Tucker (2d of the name) as bom 
of his marriage with Elizabeth Stoughton, and assigns his second wife, Mary 
Darell (not Darrett), to his son George Tucker (3d of the name). The correct 
statement, which is that given by the visitation in question, is that George 
Tucker (2d), of Milton, county Kent, married, first, Elizabeth, daughter of 
Francis Stoughton, by whom he had an only son and heir, George Tucker (3d), 
"set 25, 1619 " (from whom descends the distinguished Bermuda, Virginia 
and India line) and that he married, secondly, Mary, daughter of John 
Darell of Calehill, by whom he had, with five daughters, three other sons, 
the second of whom was Bobert, the Massachusetts settler. This would seem 
to dispose of the suggestion, made in a foot-note, that Stoughton, Mass., 
received its name on account of Robert Tucker's connection with the Stough- 
ton family. The connection is simply in the fact that his father's first wife 
was of that stock. The town doubtless took its name from some member of 
the Stoughton family, which was early settled in the colony. 

Though the book is devoted almost exclusively to the descendants of 
Bobert Tucker, of Massachusetts, there are a few detached notes of interest 
relating to others of the name, among these being Thomas Tudor Tucker, 
Treasurer of the United States from 1801 (not 1794, as stated) to 1828; his 
brother, St. George Tucker, Judge of the United States District Court, and 
the latter's two sons, the Judges Henry St. George and Beverley Tucker. 
There is also a brief note of Judge St. George Tucker's great-niece, Charlotte 
Maria (not Bronte) Tucker, widely known as an author over the nom de plume 
of "A. L. O. E."(a Lady of England), who was long a missionary in India. Of 
this lady, who was a daughter of Henry St. George Tucker, Esq., Chairman 
of the Honorable East India Company, an extended biography by Miss Agnes 
Giberne has been published recently. 



